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Gavernsr Brian D. Schaveitzer
Office af the Governor
Montang State Capitol Building
B.Q. Box 260801

Helgng MT 59620-0801

Dedr Governor Schiveitzer:

Twas encouraged to read recently of your plans to utilize 4 pertion of Momana's
geonomtie stimulus fimds to cieate 2 State Revolving Loan Fusd (RLF) to aid our stage's
word products industry. :

As you well kuow, the woad products industry has been stressed to the breaking point
over the ysars due toTack of accessiblé timber-and other pre§sures. With fhe dowatum in
oup ecopdy, the drop in housing statts and 4 decline in demand for wood prodocts has
brought that stress to-critical mass, ‘The wood products industry has been resgonsive to
the changing demaid for timber and wood produets by reducing costs and increasing
efficiencies, but withuut help those efforts may ot be enough. A report. prepared by the
Montang Burean of Busingss and Economic Reséarch projests that the hovsing shunip
will dontinue through 2009 and inte 2010, The associated drop tm demand for wood
products bas pesulted in large inventories of unsold products at mifls and Jomber yards
throughout the state, Sleps must b teken now to enspre that our trities! wood produces
intustry infrastricture is maintained wntil this siteation furms axound,

I have always been a strong supporter of the wood products industyy in Montasa. The
infrastructure we save now will form the foundation for a vibrant wood progucts indusiry
Butt will provide clean-burning bisinass encrgy, a reliable supply of matesial for
cansiructipn, and thousapds of well-paying jobs, In addition to playing 2 Jarge role in the
¢conomic future of our state, the wood products indusiry promores the henlt of our
forests throngh respopsible timber management,
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As you work toward impletientation of te RLF, my office will be avaikible to provide
support for Econgmic Development Administration grant funding and USDA Rural
Development assistance in this effort.

Sinoerely,

Montana’s Congréssrivan
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